he Local Noodle 


SPECIAL EDITION 1, no. 5 MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT - 


FRIDAY, 24 FEBRUARY 2023 


@thelocalnoodle 


Winter Carnival Ushers In Period of “Borgflation” 


The student economic discussion group, Rethinking 
Economics at Middlebury (RE@Midd), has recently 
identified the widely-experienced financial and 
inebriational recession that follows the annual Winter 
Carnival: Borgflation. 

“Borgflation is what happens when we see 
significant increases in the prices of common Borg 
ingredients, such as cheap handles of vodka, MiO 
enhancers, and gallon-jugs of water,” Em Bezzle, RE@ 
Midd President, said on Wednesday. “This phenomenon 
has ramifications outside of the college. People in the 
town of Middlebury are making runs on water fountains 
and vodka substitutes like gin and gel-based hand 
sanitizers.” 

Phack Ide, owner of Middlebury Discount Beverage, 
has been hit hard by the sudden recession. “My dreams 
of paying off my borgage are suddenly much further off 
than my borgccountant had predicted,” said Ide. The 
laborg force can no longer afborg our prices. Usually we 


Figure 1. Borgfiation Crisis 
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Top: Federal Borgverve Chair Borgrome “Borg” Powell 
addresses SGA senators at borgcorporate influence on 
borgflation hearing. 
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can apply for government subborgsidies, but this winter 
carnival the government is refusing to borg us out. And 
by that I mean bail us out. But in borg terms.” 

Added Ide, “I can no longer send my kids to 


college.” 


“It really all comes down to borghavioral 
borgonomics,” explained Econ Professor Ted Taulk. 
“When there aren’t enough imborgs and exborgs, the 
gross borgmestic product goes down. People start 
borgvesting less and we see a period of austborgity. 
Luckily, we in the Econ department can predict this 
happening every year, so we made sure to take our 
money out of the Federal Borgverve. To the rest, we say: 
better luck next time, suckers!” 

Unfortunately, the Middlebury Student Investment 
Committee failed to anticipate Borgflation, and is now 
facing a debt of eleven borgillion dollars. However, 
Lehman Herman, President of SIC, reassured the 
Noodle that college has deemed them “too borg to fail.” 


Professor Struggles to Put Positive 
Spin on Your Dogshit Answer 


In an incredible 
demonstration of 
imagination and fortitude, 
local professor Emma Retus 
struggled to put a positive 
spin on your dogshit 
answer. 

“That's an interesting 
point,” said Professor Retus, 
stalling for time while she 
formulated a productive 
response to your incoherent 
rambling, a mix of personal 
anecdote and wild 
speculation that suggested 
this was your first time 
taking a class or talking to 
another human being. “Let 
me try to understand what 
you're saying.” 

Other students in the 
class were impressed by 
Professor Retus’ ability to 
find any meaning within 


your verbal diarrhea. 

“When I saw the initial 
shock on her face, I thought 
she was done for,” said 
Shane Othin ‘24, a fellow 
classmate and witness to 
your uncompelled self- 
humiliation. “But then she 
acted like a completely 
different point had been 
made, and we all went along 
with it. 

Professor Retus 
reportedly spent six years 
in graduate school to lead 
a class during which she 
had to hear your hangover- 
induced answer, which took 
zero seconds to formulate. 

Added Othin, “I felt like I 
was like watching someone 
vacation during the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor.” 
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Student Afraid of Confrontation Coaxed Into Army 


Enlistment Again 


The Middlebury Clubs and Activities standing up for himself. In the first 


Fair is filled with student organizations 
designed to push students outside their 
comfort zones. But there is only one 
club that pushes students into zones — 
combat zones — and it certainly did for 
timid baby feb Arnie Malahager, who, 
as of today, is irrevocably consigned to 
the ROTC program. 

“They gave me this cute brochure, 
which listed all kinds of fun benefits, 
like, free money,” said Arnie, who had 
not yet realized that nothing in this 
bleak and forsaken world is truly free. 
“I didn’t really want to do it, but the 
uniform person seemed so enthusiastic 
about it, so I ended up filling out the 
whole thing.” 

It seems that Arnie has a problem 


grade, his teacher insisted, despite 

his protests, on calling him “The 
Hammer,” due to his unfortunate 
tendency to repeatedly whack himself 
with a toy mallet so that he could 

“see the stars.” In high school, he was 
obliged to join the varsity football 
team, where he once again could not 
bring himself to say no. His scrawny, 
five-foot stature would ultimately be no 
match for the titanic Grant Jameson, the 
sophomore linebacker who accidentally 
shattered Arnie’s femur attempting to 
shake his hand after the game. 

It seems that Arnie’s aversion to 
affronting any living person continued 
into his university admissions process, 
where he was completely helpless in 


his acceptance of Middlebury College. 
Despite this, he says he has enjoyed his 
time here so far; this is unfortunate, as 
it will soon be coming to a grisly end. 

“They just kept putting papers in 
front of me—I just kept signing—now 
I’m scheduled to deploy in a covert 
operation off the coast of Yemen next 
May.” When asked why Arnie so easily 
signed his life away into the thralls 
of the ROTC Red Sea branch, he said 
“They just seemed so nice about it 
all, telling me I’d be ‘a hammer of a 
soldier,’ and all that”. 

Maybe Arnie will learn to tell people 
what he wants, some day. But it seems 
that until then he will pay for his 
weakness in blood spilt to the eternal 
machine of war. 


